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In 2004, the Council of Europe /CE/ was the first intergovernmental 
organisation which highlight the importance of Good Governance in Sport; 

The Recommendation follows the Resolution No. 1 on the principles of Good 
Governance in Sport adopted in 2014 at the 10th Conference of European 
Ministers of sport; 

The recommendation defines good governance as: “a complex network of 
policy measures and private regulations used to promote integrity in the 
management of the core values of sport such as democratic, ethical, efficient 
and accountable sports activities”. 
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Good Governance in Sport which include the following requirements: 
“democratic structures for non-governmental sports organisations based on 
clear and regular electoral; procedures open to the whole membership; 
organisation and management of a professional standard, with an appropriate 
code of ethics and procedures for dealing with conflicts of interest; 
accountability and transparency in decision-making and financial operations, 
including the open publication of yearly financial accounts duly audited; 
fairness in dealing with membership, including gender equality and solidarity”. 
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Governance refers to all processes of governing, the institutions, processes 
and practices through which issues of common concern are decided upon and 
regulated; 

Good governance adds a normative or evaluative attribute to the process of 
governing; 
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From a human rights perspective it refers primarily to the process whereby 
public institutions conduct public affairs, manage public resources and 
guarantee the realization of human rights. 
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Acknowledging that public authorities have a key role to play in promoting th
implementation of good governance principles; 
 
Being aware that effective prevention of and response to corruption in sport may call fo
changes in legislation and policies, but also in social attitudes towards corruption in th
private sector, Recommends that the governments of member States facilitate, suppo
and follow up the implementation of good governance in sport, in particular in order 
strengthen the fight against corruption in sport. 
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Governments have the obligation to promote and protect human rights and to guarante
respect for the rule of law also in the context of sports organizations. They also have 
vested interest in promoting good governance in sport, in particular because: 
governments are involved in preventing and responding to threats against the integr
of sport and to violations of the human rights of those participating in sports activities;
governments support sports activities and the participation of athletes or team
representing national sports organizations in international competitions; 
governments invest in hosting events or bidding to host events; 
public broadcasters buy certain broadcasting rights. 
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Recommendation Rec(2005)8 on the principles of good governance in sport states th
effective policies and measures of good governance in sport include as a minimu
requirement: 
democratic structures for non-governmental sports organizations based on clear an
regular electoral procedures open to the whole membership; 
organization and management of a professional standard, with an appropriate code 
ethics and procedures for dealing with conflicts of interest; 
accountability and transparency in decision making and financial operations, includi
the open publication of duly audited yearly financial accounts; 
fairness in dealing with membership, including gender equality and solidarity. 
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The 2007 White Paper on Sport noted that self-regulation is able to deal with mo
challenges that affect sport if good governance principles are being applied; 
In its 2011 Communication (Developing the European Dimension in Sport) th
Commission took a more elaborate position, noting that good governance in sport is 
condition for the autonomy and self-regulation of sport organizations; 
In 2011, the topics of good governance and strengthening the organization of sport 
Europe were included in the Preparatory Actions in the field of sport. Eight projects wer
selected, implemented, and concluded by the end of 2013; 
An EU Expert Group on Good Governance was established on the basis of the Coun
Resolution on an EU Work Plan for Sport 2011-2014. In October 2013, the Group adopted
recommendations on the Principles for Good Governance of Sport in the EU an
presented them to the EU Council. 
In 2016, Flagship event on good governance in sport has been conducted and a Pled
on good governance in sport has been launched and supported by 32 spo
organizations in Europe. 
An integrated approach to Sport Policy: good governance, accessibility and integr
report has been accepted from the EP and also has been main topic of Sport Foru
2017, held during the Maltese presidency. During the event, project applicant BSDA h
signed the pledge to implement good governance principles in grassroots sport. 
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Due to recent and recurring high-profile corruption scandals, International Spo
Organizations are put increasingly under public scrutiny. In order to reduce the risk 
other possible unethical behavior, restore public trust, and maintain their autonomy, ar
expected to respect good governance principles. 
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Good Governance is an approach to government that is committed to creating a system
founded in justice and peace that protects individual’s human rights and civil libertie
According to the United Nations, Good Governance is measured by the eight factors of: 

• Participation; 
• Rule of Law;  
• Transparency;  
• Responsiveness; 
• Consensus Oriented;  
• Equity and Inclusiveness; 
• Effectiveness and Efficiency; 
• Accountability. 
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Participation requires that all groups, particularly those most vulnerable, have direct 
representative access to the systems of government. This manifests as a strong ci
society and citizens with the freedom of association and expression; 
Rule of Law is exemplified by impartial legal systems that protect the human rights an
civil liberties of all citizens, particularly minorities. This is indicated by an independen
judicial branch and a police force free from corruption; 
Transparency means that citizens understand and have access to the means an
manner in which decisions are made, especially if they are directly affected by su
decisions. This information must be provided in an understandable and accessible 
format, typically translated through the media; 
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Responsiveness simply involves that institutions respond to their stakeholders 
within a reasonable time frame; 

Consensus Oriented is demonstrated by an agenda that seeks to mediate 
between the many different needs, perspectives, and expectations of a diverse 
citizenry. Decisions needs to be made in a manner that reflects a deep 
understanding of the historical, cultural, and social context of the community; 

Equity and Inclusiveness depends on ensuring that all the members of a 
community feel included and empowered to improve or maintain their 
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Effectiveness and Efficiency is developed through the sustainable use of 
resources to meet the needs of a society. Sustainability refers to both ensuring 
social investments carry through and natural resources are maintained for 
future generations. 

 

Accountability refers to institutions being ultimately accountable to the people 
and one another. This includes government agencies, civil society, and the 
private sector all being accountable to one another as well. 


